BATTLE OF THE WITS

its patrons but rendered no services in return. To the
hostile registry office in King Street, "The Drury-Lane
Journal" was clearly an adjunct; there, says the title-page,
it was "printed and sold." This fact helps explain its
character. It was designed to ridicule out of existence the
Universal Register Office and its organ "The Covent-
Garden Journal." The attacks were direct and persistent
through continuous burlesque of a registry office which pre-
tended to "universality.'' From time to time, for example,
John Fielding gave in his brother's newspaper a list of
curios on sale at his office, beginning with "A Bullfinch that
pipes the March in Einaldo at Command." This kind of
notice was a favourite with Thornton for parody. In the
first number of his journal, he set out, in rewriting the ad-
vertisement on his own lines, with the wonderful bullfinch
and then went on to enumerate items like "A Justice's
Sword, of base Metal, with a double edge, not very sharp,
and no Point/' and "A Pair of Scales, Ditto, to weigh Puns
in." All circumstances considered, the obvious conclusion
is that Thornton, seeking an avenue for the display of Ms
literary talent, suggested the plan of "The Drury-Lane
Journal" to Dull win, and found a ready acceptance of his
proposal. By burlesque of Fielding and his business enter-
prise, Thornton saw a chance to climb into public notice.

Fielding understood Thornton's motives artd ignored
him. He may have had Thornton in mind with others in
his defence of "Amelia" and in a denunciation of "the
detestable vice of slander"; he certainly described the
species to which Thornton belonged in two essays on the
swaggerer in print who strives for notoriety by "diving
into, dwelling on, and exaggerating the faults and defects
of writers, especially those who are reputed the most excel-
lent of their kind, whether ancient or modern." The satire,
however, is most general. Fielding never mentioned
Thornton or Dnllwin or "The Drury-Lane Journal"; he
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